Urban  District  of  Burnham- on- Sea 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1968 


VHfTIT,  U«MT  t LAME  LTO.  •fflMWATEIi 


BURimAM  - ON  - SEA  URBAN  DISIIULCT  COUNCIL 


WORKS,  AND  ^ PROPERTY  COjvGvUTTEE,.  1^68 

Ch^rnan ; 

IvE.  R.  F.  'JZIiEG-ELLES 
yice_  Chairman. : 

MR.  E.  R.  PARR 


MR.  R.  V.  BAKER 

MRS.  M.  K.  BUIJCOMBS 

MR,  H.  P.  CLAPP 

MR.  H.  CAISLSY  GROEN 

(Chairnan  of  the  Council) 

}<{RS.  E.  S.  J.  NERRING- 

MRS.  H.  V.  HUGHES 

PUBLIC  HEALTH 


MR. 

W. 

LIVERSIDGE 

MR. 

I'.i . 

J. 

LUKE 

IvES 

. 1 

. R 

. MSRA 

m. 

7/. 

T. 

PEPPERALL 

MR. 

S. 

C, 

Si\ICH 

w. 

7. 

THOMAS 

(Vice  Chairaan  of  the  Council) 


STAFF  .1968 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


R.  H.  WATSON,  M.B.  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.  D.P.H. 
Assistant  Medica.1  Officer  (Sonerset  C.C.): 

CHRISTIUE  M.  ROOKE,  M.B.  B.S. 

Piiblic  Health  In spector/Ho using  Officer: 


H.  ?.  ROBH^SON,  M.A.P.H.I. 
Assistant  Housing  Officer: 


C.  A.  BUitTIETT 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  i ve . org/detai  Is/b289651 76 


AmJAL  REPORT OF  THE  >1EDICAL OEMCEIl  OF HEALTH  . FOR  1968 


Tel:  Bridgwater;  4'l 4-7/8  Health  Departraent, 

22  lilng  Square, 
BRID&WATER, 

October,  19^9 


To:  The  Chairnan  and  Menbars  of  the 

Burnhan-On-Sea  Urban  District  Council. 


Itr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  Urban  District  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  during  the  year  I968.  The  report  is  dravm  up  in  accordance 
vrith  jiLnistr^’’  of  Health  instructions  and  is  set  out  in  the  manner  of 
previous  years,  so  that  comparison  with  formei’  reports  can  easily  be 
made. 


The  health  of  the  Ui'ben  District  during  the  year  under  reviev/ 
has  been  good  and  there  was  no  undue  incidence  of  infectious  diseases. 
Ti-.c  vital  statistics  compere  favourably'  ^vith  those  of  the  country  as  e, 
whole,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  locally  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  births. 

Once  again  I should  like  to  tclce  this  oppoi^tunity  of 
expressing  my  grateful  appreciation  to  the  Members  of  the  Council 
for  the  help  and  consideration  ’which  I have  received  and  for  the 
friendly  co-operation  extended  to  uie  by  my  fellow  Officers. 

I am. 

Yours  faithfully. 


R.  H.  WATSON 


.OF  ,, ^SmpESilCS 
General ^ 3t ati stxc s 


Area  (including  foreshore) 

2,246  acres 

Population  (census  I961) 

10,020 

Population  (Registrejr  General's  estimate)  1968 

11  ,410 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  on  31st  December,  I968 

3,941 

Rateable  value  on  3'i  st  Dcceuber,  I968  £0440,133 

Sun  represented  by  Id.  rate  on  3'i  st  Decombor,  1963  £1,740 


-.From  _yiT%^ST4riSTICS_  f pr_t^^^^^  _1^6J 

L i ye_B  i r t hs 

Ijalp  Fejaale 

Totcil 

Legitimate  78  66 

1 11  e gi  t imat  0 

14^- 

_8 

32  70 

152 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

13.32 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

5.26 

Still  births 

4 

Still  Birth  Rato  per  1 ,00Clive  and  still  barths 

25.64 

Total  live  and  still  barths 

156 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  of  infcuits  under  one  year  of  ago) 

1 

Infant  J.iurtality  Rato  per  1 ,000  live  birt.hs  - total 

6,58 

Inf  j.t  ..ortality  Kate  per  1 ,000 live  births  - logitirac.te  6,94 

liif  ...t  ..iort  J-ity  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  - illegitina.to  Nil 


L'ec-n  t-..l  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4-  vvocks  per 

1,000totc',l  live  births) 

6.58 

t a’ly  i.  - a-n  t 1 Mort'ility  (d:;..ths  under  1 v/eok  per 

1,000  total  lave  bii-ths) 

6,58 

P-_riu  L 4 Mort  4ity  Kaoe  (stillbirths  and  d^.aths  und^r 

1 co..ibiri'.d  p'ji-  1 ,000  total  live  -Jid  still  births) 

32.06 

1 .-.art  lity  (includin',  abortion) 

Nil 

.’e-'t -rn  -lort-i-lity  R ■ G.  j,';r  1,000  liv  . aid  .;till  births 

Nil 

- . » - - : 0 

Tot  -.u.  jor  a;’  eai.hs 

208 

r.  ;-'  .fi  i-  X . ;/.r  1 ,00h  pOj.ul-'.tion 

10.23 

3 


Births 


After  ollov.i-ng  for  iiward  aiid  oviti;ai’d  traiisfers  the 
Registrar  General’s  figures  show  that  there  wore  152  births  (82  boys 
and  70  girls)  in  the  Urbaai  District  during  1968^  being  18  more  births 
than  in  1987-  Of  these  births  8 wore  illegitimate.  Tlij.s  is  5o26^ 
of  tiic  total  live  births,  as  compared  with  5-22%  in  I987. 

The  bii'th  rate  of  auiy  area  is  dependont  upon  the 
composition  of  the  population  in  that  iurea.  Obviously  a population 
A.’ith  a high  pi’oportion  of  persons  of  cliild  becring  age  will  have  more 
births  per  1,000  of  the  population  than  an  area  with  an  unduly  large 
number  of  people  in  the  older  ago  groups.  To  enable  the  birth  rates  of 
different  ^reas  to  be  compared,  the  Registr.ar  G-enoral  provides  a 
"Comparability  Factor"  for  each  Local  Authority  ar'ea,  which  renders 
the  birth  z’ate  for  each  area  comparable  v.dth  that  of  a district  the 
population  of  'which  is  of  standard  ago  end  sex  distribution.  The  birth 
rate  f:r  the  Ui'bon  District  adjusted  in  this  manner  is  increased  frora 
13.32  to  15.21  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  birth  rat^:;  for  England  and  Wales  v/as  16,90. 

Birth  rate  foi’  the  Urbaii  District  and  for  England  and  Wales 
for  the  past  five  years  were  as  follov.-s:- 


196.i 

1965 

1 966 

1967 

1968 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

14.93 

14.00 

15.84 

11.98 

13.32 

Standardised  Birth  Rato 

17.97 

i6,eo 

19.00 

15.21 

16.92 

England  and  wales 

18-2 

18.0 

17.2 

16.90 

Deaths 


The  nTinb-,r  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Urban  District  during 
1988  w^s  208.  Of  these  50  wer  e deaths  of  non-residents  and  -were 
transferred  to  tho  district  in  '.rhich  the  persons  ordinarily  resided. 

There  were,  on  tho  other  hand,  50  deaths  of  Urban  District  residents 
registered  outside  the  District.  The  total  corrected  mraber  of  deaths 
assigned  tc  the  District  was  208  (IOI  males  and  I07  females).  Thas  'was 
3 loss  then  in  the  previous  year,  and  gave  a crude  death  rate  of  18,23. 

Zeis  crude  death  rate  cannot  bo  used  to  compare  the  mortaiity 
'■-th  that  of  other  districts,  n the  pcoudLations  of  all  areas  are  not 
-inilarl;'  constituted  as  regards  age  and  sex  distribution.  'The  Registrer 
G-eneral  sup-lies  an  "irea  Comp.ar ability  F.actor"  and  tho  crude  death  rate 
red ti plied  by  this  figure  can  than  be  compered  with  the  death  rate  of  the 
country  as  a whole,  or  .rLt'n  tho  mortality  of  ary  other  local  area.  The 
cerrectea  doe.th  rate  so  obtained  was  11.35  por  1 ,000  of  the  population 
ana  tnis  was  compared  with  11.90  for  England  axA  'dales. 


Death  rates  for  the  UrhcHi  District  aiid  for  England  and  '/ifa-les 
for  the  past  five  year’s  were  as  follo'.vs:-- 


1 

19SZ^ 

1965 

1 966 

1967 

1968 

Crude  Do„th  hate 

1 6. 31 

15.49 

18.87 

18.23 

Standardised  Death  Raabe 

1 2 , 06 

'1  1.15 

CO 

CO 

11 ,51 

11.85 

Snglrtid  -and  vValos 

. 

1 1 ,3 

11  „5 

•i  'i , 7 

1 i .2 

11.90 

Of  the  208  doathvS,  175  occurred  in  people  over  the  age  of 
65  ye.ar3.  3'i  occurred  in  people  in  the  productive  age  groups  15  to  64. 
Details  of  the  latter  are  givoxi  in  the  following  table 


15-2^ 

25-3Zt- 

'“^1 

35-Z4- 

45"5Zk 

55-64 

Tota] 

1 Malignant  neoplasm  of 

I 

i 

[ stouach 

- j 

2 

') 

c. 

i Malignant  neoplasu  of  lung, 

1 'bronchus 

" 

- 

1 

“ 1 

i 

- 

1 

1 

't-'lignant  neoplasm,  of 
hi  east 

. 

- I 

1 

1 

2 

..•.'ilign-ant  ncoplasni  of 
uterus 

1 

r 

1 

Cthoi-  ].ialigii-p'.t  neopl.asviS 

- 

- 

- 

1 

; Other  diseases  of  nervous 
j system; 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1 liypei’tensive  disease 

- 

- 

2 

2 

I 

Ischaer.ic  heart  disease 

_ 

- 

2 

6 

8 

C'  ;i’  ^brov'.sculcr’  c'i  soase 

' 

_ 

i 

' 

- 

J 

5 

Gth'jr  di  .'j(j  .,,3-3  of 
circulatory  systcj.; 

- 

-• 

- 

- 

1 

1 

rneu:  .ora  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

P'C  'tic  ulC'  i- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

■1 

1 

..  .r  ;■  V h:i  ;l  vcoice-vits 

2 

- 

- 

- 

! ; 

« 

i 1 '-d  . r ac  idoi'  ts 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

j ••  ;•  ;lf-inl'].icted 

1 ■ 

1 

- 

1 . ... 

1 

- 

1 

1 

j 

3 

1 

1 

5 

20 

31 

. , / . . i 

. / t 1 1 t 

* 1 ///  t 

. t f.i  * .i 

i J 4.  4 A ■ 

t t 4 .! 

^ 4 - 


Tlic  foUov.ing  table  shovirs  the  causes  of  all  deaths  and  sex 
di stribution : - 


Cause  of  Death 

M 

E 

Total 

All  Causes 

101 

107 

208 

Mali^^iant  neoplasa  of  stocach 

6 

2 

8 

Kalignant  necplasn  of  lung,  bronchus 

5 

2 

7 

Halignant  neoplasn  of  breast 

- 

5 

3 

Halignani:  neoplasrt  of  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

Leukaonia 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Lialign.cu:t  neoplasiris 

6 

7 

13 

Other  discast:s  of  nervous  system 

2 

2 

k- 

Chror-ic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

1 

- 

1 

Hj/per  t on  si  ve  di  so  asc 

1 

6 

7 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

28 

20 

48 

forms  of  heart  disease 

- 

4 

k- 

Cerebrovascular  disea,se 

20 

29 

49 

Oth-ei’  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

11 

18 

29 

Pneunorna 

3 

- 

3 

Bronchitis  and  Ihiphysema 

6 

3 

9 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

- 

1 

Peptic  ■-ilcer 

1 

- 

1 

Otr.-r  discuses  cf  digestive  system 

I 

1 

2 

ether  diseases,  germ. to- -urinary  system 

1 

- 

1 

Diseases  of  musculo- skeleta,!  system 

— 

1 

1 

Birth  inj-uT-y,.  difficult  laDcar 

- 

1 

1 

Symptoms  end  ill-defined  conditions 

- 

1 

1 

llotcr  vehicle  accidents 

3 

- 

3 

All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

S'^oide  and  sslf-infliced  injuries 

- 

1 

1 

All  other  external  causes 

2 

A 

1 

3 

- 5 - 


Gatacor  kgrtclitj 

Th8  nui’.ber  of  doaths  of  Urban  District  residents  fron 
cancel'  v;as  3°  (uades  18,  fenales  18).  Tliis  vnis  15  less  then  the 
previous  yeaj?.  Cancer  deaths  constituted  17. 3'!^°  of  the  total  deaths 
during  the  3''ear. 

The  following  table  shoves  the  localisation  of  the  disease 
in  the  3^  cases:- 


Localisation 

Hunber  of  Deaths 

Male 

Pein;iL  e 

Total 

1967 

Stonach 

6 

2 

8 

7 

Lung,  Bronchus 

5 

2 

7 

10 

Breast 

- 

5 

5 

10 

Uterus 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Leukacnia 

- 

1 

- 

Other  and  unspecified 
organs 

6 

7 

2^ 

Total 

18 

18 

36 

51 

- . - ...  . , . 

, ............. 

. .--m  . 

Cancer  of  the  Uterus 

The  County  Council  have  noi/  started  a schei.ie  Virhei-eby  cervical 
snears  cen  be  t-ihen  uith  a view  to  preventing  cancer  of  the  v/oiub. 

The  t-sts  arc  taicen  by  fruiily  doctors  and  cne  exaxmied  at  Musgrovc 
p-nk  Hospital. 

C_yic^^_qf  JiUiig 

The  -ages  -at  ./hich  deaths  fror.  lung  cancer  occurrod  during 
the  1'  st  five  yens  is  det;alcd  in  the  follov/ing  t iblc:- 


Under 

15 

15-21- 

25-3^ 

55-'+l- 

^1-5-54 

55-64 

Over 

65 

Total 

196.V 

— 

.... 

— 

1 

— 

3 

4 

1965 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

6 

8 

196' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

6 

7 

I/.7 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

6 

10 

1 rta 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

6 

7 

- 6 - 


Deaths  from  Heai’t  Disoaso 


Of  208  deaths  heart  disease  caused  60  (males  30,  females 
50).  It  represented  23,33%  of  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes  and 
'.7as  o ;ud. valent  to  a death  rate  of  5.26  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Iixf a.nt i 1 e_  ?;Ior t ajj.  t^^ 


1 infant  under  one  year  of  Ovge  died  during  the  year. 

'Ihis  gives  an  infantile  .-.lortality  rate  of  6.58  per  1 ,000  of  all 
live  births,  vrhile  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Yfeles  was 
18.0. 


r^ojuJ-ation 


The  estime.ted  population  of  the  hihaiTi  District  as  at 
June,  1960,  'was  II.4IO  v/hich  shows  an  increase  of  230  on  the  previous 
yearn  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  estimated  population  changes 
•and  the  follo’..ing  table  illustra,tes  the  trend  since  1958:- 


Year 

j 

Population 

Es  'jima,ted 
Increase 

Natural 
Increase 
(Bii’ths 
related  to 
deaths) 



1 

i 1953 

9,710 

I 

-10 

11 

I 1'^59 

9,790 

oO 

16 

; 'i960 

10,020 

230 

-1 8 

1961 

9,890 

-130 

- 5 

1962 

10,2Z^0 

35  d 

22 

1963 

10,h00 

16G 

-17 

1 y oh. 

10,480 

80 

5 

1960 

10,780 

3C0 

-16 

1966 

10,980 

2'  0 

-18 

1967 

1 1,180 

200 

-77 

1963 

11 ,410 



230 

-56 



- 7 - 


Dui-in,_  the  previous  ye.:tr  157  cases  of  notifiable  dise-'Soo  v/cre  rucifiv 
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PRliV^iLMCE  Am)  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
MD  CONTA&IOUS  DISEASES 


Dijghth.oiuj2. 


No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified. 


Acute  _PoIi orj^’;cli t^s 


No  cases  v/erc  notified. 


Measles 


'13^;-  cases  were  notified  and  it  is  very  prohahlo  that  the  true 
incidence  of  the  disease  \7as  sigrD.ficantly  hD.gh£!r  than  this.  It  is 
therefore  satisfactory  to  note  that  a reliable  vaccine  against  the 
lisoaso  has  been  produced  and  inmiunisation  of  children  is  nov?  possible. 

Tuberculosis 

No  cases  v/ere  notified  during  the  yeex, 

3 .0 . vj  . J^accinrtijDii 

Ir.  order  to  raise  the  iranunity  of  school  leavers  to 
tuberculosis,  vuccination  vath  v£iccine  vras  offered  to  all 

crdl^Lren  bet'^teen  the  ages  of  '13  -and  lif  years  atbending  schools  in  the 
ib-d-Somi  sec  Di’.dsional  rxoa.  72'i  accepted  'the  offer  and  received  a 
prelininrny  sdin  tost,  cho  ‘Heaf  Test',  to  doternLne  whether  they 
h..d  inf.'ct  '-.Iready  onperienced  soue  infection  with  tuberculosis. 

373  of  these  gave  negative  rosulos  and  v/ore  va.ccinated  with  the  B.C.G. 
Y'.ccine . 


Suspected  Popd  Po^isoning 

In  February  notification  was  received  that  cases  of  suspected 
food  pci  soring  .:ore  occurring  iir  an  Old  Person’s  Hone.  Investigation 
ccrefirned  'diat  both  petients  and  staff  weie  affected  by  the  illness, 
ArrXijen'.n.ts  for  preparing  and  serving  of  food  v^ero  satisfactory  and 
hygieno  standards  generEilly  in  'bhe  Hoice  ware  high.  Sectensivo  exariination 
of  patien'Cs,  foods,  food  prepar’aticn  utensils  etc  failed  to  demonstrate 
'che  org_nisu  causing  the  illness.  The  outbreak  was  brought  under  con'trol 
witl'jLn  thr:-o  days,  and  altogether  13  paebients  and  i meilbers  of  staff  were 
reff  acted. 


In  Novenb-jr,  a report  received  thai  a young  nurse  in  a 
Taunton  hospital  was  suffering  from  dysentery.  She  had  visited  her  hone 
in  3’anahai:;  a few  days  previously.  Sne^udries  shov;od  that  five  of  her 
brc'bhcrs  and  sistex's  'were  also  affected  although  "bhe  parents  wore  v/ell. 
The  cliildren  were  excluded  from  school  but  a short  tine  later  three 
children  were  talc-ezx  ill  s.t  an  irjfants  school  amd  v/ero  found  to  have 


dysen'beig*;  steps  './cr  j thozi  talcen  to  invosti 
the  iinner  helpers  ned  also  the  stof'f  of  a G 
crier  to  exclude  school  meals  as  a possibl.^ 
all  these  persons  'w'ere  feund  to  be  free  from 


-to 


all  the 


school  kitchen 


S’Cc 


cliool  Central  Kitchen  in 
source  of  infection.  Happily 
inflection. 


wnere  were 
period  of  tlaree  weeks, 
nurse  was  the  original 


in  all  seven  proved  causes  of  dj^'sentery  v/ithin  a 
and  there  is  a strong  suspicion  that  the  young 
souxee  of  irloction. 


I ixiurA  s at i oil  _aud  Vaccinatdoii 


I.-Xiunisation  aiid.  vaccination  against  diphthornaj  \7h00ping 
cough,  tetanus,  polioryolitis  ?jid  smallpox  are  now  entirely  ca^rried  out 
by  general  practitioners  under  the  County  Comcil  scheme  utilising  a 
computer  to  deal  v.ith  the  adnizii strati vc  aspects,  I'his  scheme  is 
v/orlcLng  satisfactorily  and  it  will  certai'  ly  result  in  raising  still 
I'-arther  the  general  level  of  i..uaunisa,tion  of  the  coimaunity. 

Nurse  s_  -Uid  _Gp_nerai  Frac  tico 

Up  to  recent  yoo.rs  Health  Visitors,  District  Nurses  and 
i.idv.ives  \7ere  appointed  to  \/ork  on  a,  geographical  basis  and  usually  spent 
the  gre.ator  peart  of  their  time  wor'king  in  one  particular  area  of  the 
i .n'y.  This  hc.d  certrin  advant.ages  in  that  they  came  to  kno\/  their 
ai'cu.  intimately  and  were  v:ell  knov/n  to  the  residents  :aid  could  make 
early  contact  \.'ith  new  arriva-ls.  However  this  arrangement  loft  a gulf 
betv'oen  the  faxiily  doctors  and  tha  .nurses  and  close  liaison  botv/een  tho 
k.vo  was  not  urAvers?J.ly  achieved.  To  bridge  this  ga.p,  tho  yohir  mider 
review  sa,\7  tho  introduction  of  a scheme  whereby  individual  nurses  'were 
soecifically  a.ttached  to  fai-iily  doctor’  practices  and  nov/  v/ork  on  a prac'tice 
rather  than  on  a gC0i-3.'’apliical  ba-sis.  It  is  considered  'that  the  advantages 
resulting  from  thi.s  close  content  bemreen  doctor  and  nurse  outv/ay  any 
disadvantages  and  undoubtedly  tills  arrangement,  v/hich  is  already  widespread 
in  the  country',  \/ill  ulti.mately  become  universal.. 


_Lab^_r_a.tor;,'  Fynilit_:^e3 


Pa.thological  speci'nons  are  sent  to  the  laboratory  at 
Musgrove  Park  Hospital,  wliich  forius  part  of  the  Public  Health  Service. 
Results  of  investigations  are  availa.blc  'e.d'tli  tho  iOinimum  of  delay  .and 
there  is  good  liaison  between  the  laboratory  personnel  and  the  field 
workers  in  the  Public  Health  Depau’ti.iOiec , 

jDxaj.iine-.tions  carried  out  dneing  tho  yean  included  12  \,'ater 
samples,  20  icc'  cr.j.am  sa.nples,  and  8 s imples  of  prepaired  foods. 


This  seivice  is  provided  by  the  County  Council,  vd.th  local 
dr.dni  strati  on  by  tho  Homo  Help  Orgcni'.'Cr,  vdth  an  office  at  the 
Ho^CLth  Centre,  i/iount  S'or-cot,  Bridgwater. 

The  Homu  Helps  have  xiroved  of  very  considerable  va,lue  and 
..uch  a.'i.eist-,nco  »/as  given  to  needy  cases.  During  tho  year  I6I  cases 
r-coivjd  assistance. 

The  .so  included  the  fo], lowing  types  of  cases:- 


Post  end  1+ 

ai.aterni'l'g"  l\. 

Cid  'u,e  and  infiruiity  II0 

Chronic  Sick  21 

Opor.ition  5 

..moi" wno./  illnus.s  2 

Ot!  ; a-  ce.sos  / 


i..  iiwiy  ca.'jes  •a.;:;i.stcd,  the  p'i.tient,  or  other  members  of  the 
-■  .1:..'  •/  'Ui-  h-  V . b'M  .j  ui  ■'bl.c  to  rei'  di  at  home,  wore  it  not  for  the 
. ' . ! r evic  . 

. •■‘  ilLl'-i  b-  ,1011.11  .serv.'cc,  ammgements  have  been 
■ / t ’.'j-  .r  ti  seriously  ill  c '.''cjs  v/hore  .'J-torriativo 

el’  - 1 ..'  b 1.  'ele. 


- 1"' 


ij 


The  nuinh.r  of  Hone  Helps  at  3‘1«  !2.66  were  as  follows: 


Full  tine  2 

Part  tii:ie  28 

Welf  are  of  PA^i-^P^.ojll?. 

The  Council  aa'C  no\<'  assisting  the  W.  V.  S,  to  provide  meals 
cn  v;heels  foi'  old  people,  auid  this  .:orth\.iiile  service  is  much  appreciated 
oy  the  I'ecipients.  ivn  average  of  7'+  meals  per  v/oek  are  distributed. 

Ik^iojaruL  Assistance__j'ict^  .”'947  .j77 

A number  of  cases  v/ere  assisted  through  informal  tiction, 
aiid  in  no  c.ise  was  it  nocessax'y  for  the  Council  to  take  sta,tutory  action 
to  secure  the  iwlnission  of  an  old  person  to  suitable  accommodation. 

SA.NIT.-\RY  ..  C0PITI0MS._PF  ,._THE  . AlbiiA 

Housing 

The  nur.bv.-i'  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the 
Urban  District 

The  nuifov-r  of  pernanent  ^'.v.'ellings  ovmed 
by  the  Local  Authority 

ITu::ber  of  houses  declared  unfit  under 

Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

Nu^rber  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  an 
undertaking  given  by  the  ovmer  or 
follov.ang  the  issue  of  Closing  Orders. 

Lurber  cf  houses  made  fit  during  the  yea.r  33 


4,278 

693 

1 


Kouses/flats  erected 
duid-ng  the  year" 

Houses  in  course 
of  erection 

For  slum 
clearance 

For  other 
purposes 

For  slum 
clean  ance 

For  other 
purpose  s 

liOO'^1  Auishcrity 

r'bTj- V it  Cc  w wx'  o 4 

. ... 

- 

31 

116 

- 

100 



147 

100 

04  by 


Ox 

:he 


In  the  period  fren  1st  xi.pril,  1945  to  31st  December, 
1 ,7o0  houses  have  been  built.  These  were  made  up  of 
Local  xUithcrity  and  1,196  by  Private  Enterprise. 


1968, 


At  the  end  of  the  ye-m  there  vrere  254  applicants  for  Council 


nous . 5 . 


fcr  Elderly'’ 

At  CliichGster  Close  the  Council,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Cou:ity  Council,  have  pro^'ided  30  self  contained  flats  and  2 guest 
bedroorcs  as  port  of  a wm’den  scheme  to  catc.r  for  old  people,  Warm 
-'hr  centr:'il  heating,  a.  lajcge  coixion  room  and  free  laundry  facilities 
arre  all  part  of  'cho  scheme.  This  project  has  proved  most  satisfactory 
and  it  is  intended  to  duplicate  it  in  the  ver^’'  near  future. 

In  addition  a,t  Burnliaia  Road  estate  the  Council  have  provided 
25  flats  -hd  17  bung.alov.'s,  v-dth  t\/o  v/ardens,  to  cater  for  elderly  people 

As  part  of  their  early  post  v/cjr  development  the  Council  had 
.:-lready  built  3 flads  in  North  Avenue  to  provide  e speed  ,dly  for  the  need 
of  tno  elderly. 

Y7a^  er  Sujpp)lics 


The  mains  'i.’ater  supply  was  sa-tisfantory  both  as  to  quality 
-and  quantity.  The  'water  is  treated  by  chlorination  and  bacteriologicaJL 
tests  w'cro  carried  out  on  the  treated  watui-  on  12  occasions,  all  of 
whdeh  gavo  excellent  results. 

Routine  chi-.:uicr.l  analysis  of  water  supply  shov/od  'che  following  result. 


Physic  .1  Characters 

Sediment 

Reaction 

pH 


Total  Solids 

Tot'd  Alicalinity  (as  CaCOo) 
C-nbonate  li'ndncss  " 

Non-c  a’bonato  " ” 

Tot  J.  H.arfln>-.s3  " 

Chloride  (as  Cl) 

A.u.ioniac  d Nitrogeri  (as  N) 
Tdbui.dnoiu  " " 

h'i  crate  " '' 

h'itritj  " ” 

absorbed  fro..:  Pcri.V-nganate 
ia.  if.  hours  fc  Z'J  C 
Pr  . C ahen  Dioedde 
Irow,  Coiq/'.r,  L..  vi  .end  Zinc 


Clo.ar  and  bright 
Hazon  Units  less  thaa  3« 

Nil 

Very  Slightly  Alk:a.line 

7.15 

pilliph. 

345.0 

210.0 
210.0 

65.0 

275.0 

23.0 

O.OOi;- 

0.034 

2.8 

Nil 

0.10 

4.0 

Nil 


f)d.".  is  • h rd  ..  tor,  af  s.' tisf 'ictory  chcr.dc.al  purity. 
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Sewage  Disposal 

The  Council's  proposals  for  a naiii  dr’ainago  schoiae  involving 
coEprehensivo  resov.'cring  of  tho  Distidct  aud  for  the  concentration  of 
all  sovago  prior  to  trcatnont  and  dischargo  to  the  river  hatobecn 
approved  in  principle  by  the  iviinistry.  However  consent  to  proceed 
■»;ith  the  scho-.e  is  held  up  pending  consultation  with  neighbouring 
authorities  ccnccriing  the  fcasability  of  having  one  la,rge  sewage 
treatnent  works  to  cover  a wider  area  involving  the  northern  part 
of  3ridg..‘ater  Rural  District  and  possibly  also  Bridgivater  Borough. 

While  there  nay  bo  uuoh  to  coniucnd  tho  principle  of  regional  sewage 
treatuent  schoues  it  is  disappointing  tha.t  at  least  tho  Council's 
plans  for  rcsewering  the  District  carinot  proceed.  In  the  mcartiiiie 
complaints  of  surcharged  sowers  continue  to  be  received  and  although 
the  Council  are  taking  steps  to  alleviate  nuisance  in  particular  , 
areas,  a complete  sewerage  schone  is  the  only  satisfactory  solution 
to  a ir.cst  unsatisfactory  situation. 

Refuse  P i s_p  o s cl 

Doraestic  refuse  is  roraoved  by  tho  Council  on  a vireokly 
ccliection.  The  Council  have  agreed  'with  Bridgwater  Rural  District 
Council  fci’  the  joint  use  of  the  latter  Council's  tip  at  Pui'iton. 

Here  refuse  is  tipped  into  a large  cla3^it  ard  is  covered  as  much 
as  possible.  Tlao  tip  is  situated  vaell  out  into  thu  country 
and  genorallj’’  little  or  no  nuisauico  arises.  The  construction  of  the 
H.5  Hctor..-ay  '.dll  interfere  vdth  this  tip,  -and  alternative  arrangements 
for  refuse  disposal  arc  being  discussed  v.dth  BridgS'/ater  Rural  District 
Council. 

oin  g _Si  t e s 

Rivo  sites  are  licensed.  All  have  been  inspected  during 
the  season  and  generally  speaidng  soriitary  conditions  remain 
satisfactory.  However  in  certain  cases  pressure  continues  to  be 
eicerted  an  uhe  occupiers  of  sites  t-j  prc'/ido  more  adequately  for 
ehe  needs  of  tho  increa,sing  numbo'rs  of  caravranors. 

Icc  Cr„__ 


dh:^  nu:.ber  of  promises  registered  for  manirPa.cturc  o.nd 

sale 
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Sompl  j 
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into  grades  1 a,nd  2 

are 

considered  to 

be  satisfactory.  Samples  reported  in  gr-ades  3 £e^-d  4 ere  follov;cd 
oy  inspection,  and  where  indicated  advice  is  given  on  measures 
necessary  ao  improve  the  quality  of  the  product. 

Slau_ghaerhcusos 

Ample  focilitios  for  slaughtering  axo  availa.ble  a.t  the 
aobatteir  at  rfeston-3upor-H„re,  and  consequently  there  are  no  licensed 
slauglaaorhouses  in  the  Urban  District, 
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Preriscs  where  Pood  is  oreoared 


No  statutory  action  v/as  tal-cen  regarding  enforcenent  of 
the  provision  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  eiid  co-opere.tion  fron 
x’ood  traders  ha.s  continued  to  ho  good  and  inprovenionts  heave  hoon 
nade  to  prorhses  and  equipnent. 

Knackprs  Jp^p- 

Tlic  one  loiacker's  yax’d  in  the  Uroan  Disti’ict  is  regularly 
inspected  mid  a so-tisfactory  standard  is  naintalned. 

Ofi^c^es , phops  paid  Rrijb/ay  Jrprl  son^  1 9 

T’nis  act  wm.s  introduced  to  secure  satisfactory  worlcing 
conditions  and  the  provision  of  aidequote  facilities  for  employees. 
Altogether  I69  prerdsos'  are  registered  ruid  nuiaorous  visits  have 
boon  ro-PLo  to  sccur-e  compliance  ;.ith  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

G-ener  lly  spoaldn^  no  significant  problems  have  boon  raised. 

^c_od  J^gior^e  (donoral)  Re^gi^^ations , J 96O 

Routinv.'  inspections  of  premises  under  the  ibove  riaioed 
Regulations  h-ivc  continued.  Shopkeepers  have  been  interested  in  the 
production  and  sa,lo  of  food  under  hygi^^nic  conditions  and  inprovenionts 
have  been  .achieved  by  dii’ect  discussion  rather  than  by  statutory’ 

-ction  such  as  tno  seriice  of  notices  under  the  Regulations. 

i-bo  number  of  food  premises  in  the  Urban  District  viiich  are 
subject  to  thv.se  Regul.ations  is  and  these  hare  b^en  classified  in 
the  follos.i.ig  c.atcgorivjs,  each  business  being  classified  by  its  main 
tr /le. 
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FACTORli^S_  ACi;_,  1 96j[ 

Tho  follov.-ing  prj?ticulcirs  indie  ?,te  the  action  ttikcn  under 
PrM't  I cf  tiio  Pnetories  Act,  '\SG  \ 


I 

t 

i 

I 

i 

t (l)  Factorice  in  v/k'.ch 
Sections  'I,  2,  3,  i.;., 
'‘Old  6 .n'c  to  be 
enforced  oy  Local 
Authority, 

(II)  Fnctorios  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
..iiicli  Section  7 ds 
onforcod  by  Local 
AuthoxU-ty. 

(III)  Other  TjrcLTisos  in 
./rach  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Log  1 Authority 

( jxcluding  ou'tv/orkors 
pronisis) 
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